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These last names provide abundant insight into the rich culture of France. Each surname tells a unique story of geography, profession, or ancestry, perhaps owing to its aristocratic roots or humble beginnings. These elite French last names evolved from a region in France, occupation, or even a character trait into well-established nomenclature with a sense of traditional identity over centuries. In this blog article, we are going to explore common last names existing in France today, their meanings, and how they affect the way we define French culture and
history. Lemoine Derived from moine, meaning monk, referring to someone who was a monk or lived near a monastery. Dubois Meaning from the woods, often referring to someone who lived near a forest. Lemoine Refers to a monk or someone connected to a monastery. Lefevre Meaning the smith, often associated with a blacksmith. Dufresne Refers to someone who lived near an ash tree or ash wood. Boucher Derived from the word butcher, indicating a person who worked as a butcher. Gagnon Derived from gagner, meaning to win or to earn, referring to
someone who earned a living by hard work. Beaufort Derived from beau meaning beautiful and fort meaning fortress, often indicating a person who lived near a castle. Delacroix Meaning of the cross, referring to someone associated with Christianity or a church. Lemoine A surname derived from monk, someone who lived in a monastery or was involved with the church. Leroy Meaning the king, often indicating someone of noble or royal descent. Moreau Derived from moros, meaning dark or swarthy, possibly describing a person with darker features. Petit
Meaning small or little, a common surname for someone of short stature or a younger person. Charbonneau Derived from charbon meaning coal, likely referring to someone who worked with coal. Girod Meaning rule or ruler, possibly denoting a person of authority or leadership. Marchand Meaning merchant, referring to someone who worked as a trader or seller. Benoit Derived from the Latin Benedictus, meaning blessed, indicating someone who was considered blessed. Lemoine From moine, meaning monk, denoting someone who belonged to a religious
order. Montagne Meaning mountain, often referring to someone who lived in the mountains. Durand Derived from the Old French word dur, meaning enduring or sturdy. Fournier Meaning baker, referring to someone who baked bread or worked with flour. Vidal Meaning life, derived from the Latin vita, often given to someone who was vital or lively. Clement Derived from the Latin clemens, meaning gentle or merciful. Perrin Meaning little Peter, often a diminutive of the name Pierre (Peter). Blanc Meaning white, referring to someone with fair skin or light
hair. Chevalier Meaning knight, referring to someone who served in the medieval cavalry. Dufresne Referring to someone who lived near an ash tree or ash wood. Renaud Derived from the Old French name Reynald, meaning wise ruler. Barbeau Meaning bearded, referring to someone with a beard. Lavigne Meaning vine, likely referring to someone who worked with vineyards or lived near them. Boivin Derived from the Old French boivain, meaning drinker, likely referring to a wine merchant or tavern keeper. Leclerc Meaning the clerk or scribe, often
indicating someone who worked in administration or as a secretary. Caron Likely derived from caron, meaning cart driver, referring to someone who worked with a cart or wagon. Tremblay Derived from the word tremble, meaning aspen tree, referring to someone who lived near such trees. Lalonde Likely referring to someone who lived near a grove or small wood. Mnard Derived from the Old French meinard, meaning brave or strong. Couture Meaning seamstress or tailor, referring to someone who worked with fabric. Lafleur Meaning the flower, possibly
indicating a person with a beautiful appearance. Godin Derived from god, meaning godly, indicating a person of religious devotion. Jolivet Meaning little pretty, referring to someone who was charming or attractive. Laborde Meaning the farm, possibly referring to someone who lived or worked on a farm. Dumas Derived from du meaning of the, and mas, meaning house, referring to someone who lived in a particular type of house. Fleury Meaning flourishing, referring to someone with a prosperous or blooming nature. Bastien Derived from Sebastian, meaning
revered or venerable. Guillet Likely derived from guillaume, a variation of William, meaning resolute protector. Deschamps Meaning from the fields, referring to someone who lived near or worked on the fields. Labbe Meaning abbot, often a title for the leader of a monastery. Morin Likely derived from moro, meaning swarthy, describing a person with dark features. Thibault Derived from the Old Germanic Theobald, meaning bold ruler. Dauphin Meaning dolphin, but also a historical term for the heir apparent to the French throne. Auguste Derived from Latin
Augustus, meaning great or venerable, often used for a person of dignity. Fournier Meaning baker, referring to someone who baked bread or worked with flour. Lemoine Meaning monk, possibly referring to a person who lived near a monastery or was involved in monastic life. Gosse Derived from gosse, meaning child, a nickname for a playful or young person. Beauvais Refers to someone from the town of Beauvais in northern France. Clerc Meaning clerk or scribe, denoting a person who worked in administrative roles. Hamel Meaning small hammer, referring
to a person who worked as a blacksmith or craftsman. Lemoine Derived from the word moine meaning monk, indicating a connection to the religious or monastic lifestyle. Mallet Refers to someone who worked with a mallet or was a toolmaker. Jacquet Derived from Jacques, a French variation of James, meaning supplanter. Verger Refers to a sexton or caretaker of a churchyard, someone who maintained church grounds. Fleury Derived from the word fleur, meaning flower, likely referring to someone who worked with flowers or had a beautiful nature.
Blanchard Meaning white or fair, possibly describing someone with fair skin or light hair. Lavigne Meaning vineyard, referring to someone who lived near or worked with grapevines. Desmarais Meaning of the marshes, likely referring to someone who lived near marshy land. Gagn Meaning to win or to earn, referring to someone who was successful or industrious. Lemoine Derived from moine, meaning monk, indicating a connection to religious life. Boucher Meaning butcher, referring to someone who worked in the meat trade. Lefevre Meaning smith,
referring to someone who worked as a blacksmith. Caron Derived from the word caron, meaning cart driver, indicating a profession. Lemoine Referring to a monk or someone connected to a monastery or religious order. Deschamps Meaning from the fields, referring to someone who lived near fields or was a farmer. Gauthier Derived from the Germanic name Waltari, meaning ruler of the army. Dufresne Meaning from the ash tree, indicating someone who lived near or worked with ash wood. Leclerc Meaning the clerk or scribe, often referring to someone who
worked as a writer or in administration. Perron Derived from the name Pierre (Peter), meaning rock or stone. Chapelle Meaning chapel, referring to someone who lived near a chapel or worked in a religious setting. Barbeau Meaning bearded, referring to someone with a beard. Couture Meaning seamstress or tailor, referring to someone who worked with fabric or clothing. Paquet Meaning small package, indicating someone who worked as a merchant or seller. Renard Derived from renard, meaning fox, referring to a person with fox-like characteristics
(cunning or clever). Chevalier Meaning knight, referring to someone who served in medieval times as a mounted soldier. Dumas Derived from du meaning of the, and mas, meaning house, referring to someone who lived in a particular type of house. Moulin Meaning mill, referring to someone who worked in or lived near a mill. Lambert Derived from the Germanic name Lindberht, meaning bright land. Vasseur Meaning farmer, often referring to someone who worked the land. Tardif Meaning late, possibly referring to someone who was a late-born child or
always late. Bazin Derived from the word bas, meaning low, indicating a person who lived at the foot of a hill or lowland. Lepage Meaning page or servant, referring to someone who worked in a noble household or as a servant. Perrot Derived from the name Pierre (Peter), meaning rock or stone. Sauvage Meaning wild or untamed, often referring to someone who was untamed or lived in the wilderness. Lemoine A surname meaning monk, indicating a person who was involved with the church or lived in a religious setting. Vaillant Derived from vaillant, meaning
brave or valiant, referring to a person known for their courage or strength. Charron Meaning cartwright, referring to someone who made carts or wagons. Benoit Derived from Benedictus, meaning blessed, referring to someone who was considered holy or fortunate. Leclair Meaning clear, possibly describing a person with a clear voice or clear-minded nature. Charrier Derived from char, meaning cart, indicating a person who worked with carts. Dufresne Meaning from the ash tree, referring to someone living near an ash tree or who worked with ash wood.
Dulac Meaning from the lake, indicating a person who lived near a lake or water source. Lemoine Derived from the word moine, meaning monk, indicating a connection to a religious life or institution. France is a country of beautiful landmarks, world-class art and architecture, and splendid museums. Also, their language French is considered one of the worlds most beautiful and romantic languages. Understanding the roots of these traditional French surnames can provide insight into centuries of history and culture. The origins of surnames in the French
language are in their occupations, patriarchal names, and locations, providing a fascinating glimpse into the rich tapestry of French cultural heritage. Exploring these last names will enrich our knowledge and connect us to the traditions and stories of the past. Read on as we put together a list of the most beautiful French last names in this post. The French last names and surnames reflect Frances rich culture and traditions. Abadie, Borde, Laferriere, and Picard are some locational and habitational surnames linked to different places in France. Surnames

such as Bazin, Couture, and Farrow reveal information about the occupations of French individuals. Other French surnames, such as Cerf, Loup, and Vachon, draw inspiration from animals.Image: iStockThis French and English surname derives from the word abadia which means both abbey and family chapel. This is derived from the French word about that refers to an extremity of a metallic or wooden element or piece. This is a variant of the word Abreu, which means a wise counselor. The meaning of this French surname is all power. Derived from old
French, this surname means noble. Derived from Catalan (language is southern France) word anull, Anouilh means slow worm. This is derived from the Latin personal name Arcambaldus, which in turn derived from the German word Ercan meaning precious and bald meaning bold and daring. Derived from the French word arsenal which means workshop, Arsenault is also an occupational surname for a gunmaker, a seller of guns, or the keeper of an arsenal. It is derived from the old German compound Aedelbeort meaning noble-bright. Occupational surname
for someone who minds cattle at night. This surname is derived from the French word clair, which means clear. This surname derived from the French personal name Auger, which originated from Adalgarius, wherein adal means noble and gar means spear. The surname derived from a personal name Agostino, which is derived from the Latin word It means favored with good omens. In modern French, Aveline means hazelnut. This is derived from the botanical name of the common Hazel, Corylus avellana. This is a derivative of the word badar, which means to
be open-mouthed, to gape. It is an occupational name for an attendant at a public bathhouse. Baine means bath in old French. This surname is derived from the word barbel, a type of fish. Hence it is an occupational surname for a fisherman. This is derived from the baptismal name meaning the son of Barbara. This is derived from the baptismal or Christian name meaning the son of Barbara. This surname is derived from old high German barta which means battle axe. This French surname is a derivative of barrer, which means to bar, to close or block off. It
could be a possible occupational name for a jailkeeper or doorkeeper. This is an occupational name for a gatekeeper or someone who lived by a gate or barrier. It is derived from the old French word barre, which means obstruction. In old French, this means low or short. This name could refer to a short person or someone of humble origins. This is a topographic name for someone who lived in a house by a boundary. The word is derived from basquebazter that means border and eche that means house. This surname is a short form of the personal name
Sabastian, which means from Sebaste a town in Asia Minor. Pronounced as Boh-deh-lair, this French surname means small sword, or dagger. This French surname is derived from Basil, which in turn, is derived from ancient Greek name Basileios that means royal . In some parts, it is also considered an occupational surname derived from the word bombasin, which is a kind of cotton cloth. In old French, Beau means beautiful and champ means field or plain. This name is derived from beau meaning beautiful and chene meaning oak. Derived from old French in
which Beau means beautiful, and fort means stronghold. A combination of Beau, which means beautiful and lieu, which means place or location. The name meansa beautiful hill, wherein mont means a hill. TriviaAmerican actor Eugene Hugh Beaumont, English retired footballer Christopher Paul Beaumont, and English actress Susan are some popular bearers of this last name. This surname means beautiful outlook. It means a beautiful sun. It probably refers to a place exposed to the sun. Derived from an old French word bochier, which means butcher. It is
derived from the French word bedeau, meaning beadle, a sergeant of justice. This surname is derived from old French words bel ami meaning a beautiful friend. Derived from old French words belle meaning lovely and feuille meaning leaf. It could be an occupational nickname for a woodsman. This French surname has the topographic meaning beautiful watch-tower or lookout. It means cheerful or lovely face. The surname is derived from the French words beu meaning beautiful or lovely, and chere meaning face. This French surname is derived from the

Latin word benedictus, which means the one who says the good. The surname has Germanic roots and means bear and spear. It could refer to a person bearing a spear. This is an occupational name for shepherd derived from the old French word bergier. This surname is derived from German given name which means strong as a bear. It is derived from the French forename Bernier and from a Germanic personal name in which bern means bear and nier means hair or army. This French surname originated from the town Bethune in Pas-de-Calais, France. Also
written as Bibaud and Bibaut, this French surname must be a derivative of bibere, which means to drink.Image: iStockThe topographic name of old French buisson means bush or scrub. Also known as le Blanc, this French surname means white. It is derived from the old French word blanchart, which means whitish or bordering upon white. This French surname is derived from the word blanc. It was originally given to people who are blond or have a reputation of purity and piety. This could be an occupational surname given to someone who separated hemp

or flax fiber It is an occupational surname for corn merchant. Derived from old French name bushel, it means the measure of grain. It is derived from old French words boi meaning to drink and vin meaning wine. The old French words bon fills means good son. This surname is derived from old French words bonne heure, which mean good time or lucky. This surname means a good man, where homme means a man. This is a diminutive of the French word bon meaning good or attractive. This word means board or plank. And could be a habitational name for
someone who lived in a house of planks. Evolved from the French region of Champagne, Boucher is an occupational name for a butcher. This is an occupational name for a baker, as the name means a man who divides the dough into balls. This local surname was held by people born in the beautiful region of Bourgogne. The surname originated from a region in ancient France. Did you know?The surname Breguet was originally found in Normandy. In France, the Breguet family included renowned watchmakers, businessmen, and innovators. The surname means
the brown or dark skinned one. Some variations are Brunel and Busnel. This means a round spring or a hollow in a rock containing rainwater. This is one of the ancient French surnames derived from the word cad which means a little fighter. This name is of Norman French origin and means the snub-nosed one. It is also considered a metonymic occupational surname for a shirtmaker, derived from the word chemise which means shirt. This surname is derived from the Latin word Carbo which means carbon or charcoal. This surname is of Norman-Picard origin
and is a variation of French Charpentier, which means a carpenter. This French surname is derived from the old French word carre, which means square. Derived from the old French word quarrel which means bolt for crossbow, Carrel could be an occupational name for a maker of crossbhow bolts. This word also means paving slab and could have been an occupational name for a street layer. This is derived from the Anglo-Norman French word caretier and is an occupational name for someone who worked as a transporter of goods. This French surname

means a storeroom. Also known as Le Cerf, this French surname means hart or deer. This surname is a topographic name for someone who lives by a shrine. In old French, the word chapelle means chapel. This French surname is derived from the old French word chaput, which refers to a chopping block that was used to create different shapes. It refers to someone who sells or makes charcoal. This name originated from the old French word castan, which means a chestnut tree. It could be a topographic name for someone living near a chestnut tree.Image:
Created with DallEThis medieval cultural name refers to a governor, constable, or the warder of a prison. The name is derived from Norman old French word chastelain, which is in turn derived from the Latin word castellum that means a watchtower. In old French, chevalier means knight, or horseman or rider. This surname is derived from the French word chevre which means goat. It could be an occupational name for a person who cultivated goats. This surname is derived from the old French word chopine, which was an old medieval measure of liquid. This
surname is a French form of the Latin name calrus, which means clear, bright or famous. This French surname dates back to the medieval period. It was a Norman name given to a person who sold nails. The meaning of the French word clous is nails. Some of the French surnames are patronymic surnames, which are derived from the fathers given name. Collin is derived from colle, which is ashort form of the Latin personal name Nicholaus that means peoples victory. This is a geographical surname of people from Franche-Comte, a province in eastern France,
and means free country. This French surname was originally derived from the old French word corbeau, which means raven, little crow. It could be a place or a field with a curve shape or a meandering river. It could also have derived from the old French word corebt meaning raven. This means short sleeve in French. Derived from old French cousture meaning seam, this could be an occupational name for a tailor. Couture is among the exotic last names that start with C in French, commonly used as a word in the fashion industry. This is an occupational name
for someone who carried a cross or bishops crook in religious processions. This surname means of the court. It could be an occupational name for someone who lived at or was employed at a court. The meaning of this surname is of the cross. This name dates back to Medieval France. The name Rue is derived from old French ruelle which means lane or alley. The meaning of this surname is of the street. Also written as De Lisle, this French surname has its roots in the medieval region of lIsle in Languedoc. Delisle means of the island. This surname means from
Aunay. There are several places in northern and eastern France with this name. This French surname is said to have originated from a sobriquet for a person with rosy complexion. This topographic surname, originating from Picardy in France, is given to a person residing near a hill, stream, church or a type of tree. In old French, the word champs means of the field.Image: ShutterstockThis surname derived from coteau, which means a small hill. This is another ancient French surname and translates to from the gardens. In old French, this name translates to
from the marsh. This name is derived from the name of a plant known as vrilles (tendril). It could be an occupational name for a person who planted or worked on vrilles. This means right or straight. It could be a byname for an upright person. Originating from the French word bois meaning forest, the surname means from the forest. Also written as DuPont, duPont or du Pont, this French surname means of the bridge. This could be a habitational surname for a person living near a bridge. This is one of the common French last names and it means from the

well/ hole. In old French, durand means enduring. This surname is French equivalent to Edward, and means a prosperous guardian. It is derived from the word escofia, which means to dress. This occupational surname derived from the word ferror, which refers to an iron worker. Derived from fauche that means sycthe, Faucher could be an occupational name for a mower. This surname derived from Latin word fevre, which means a craftsman. This surname derived from the Norman surname de Fae, which meansof the fairy. Derived from old French word
fontane meaning well or fountain. This Languedoc name is derived from the old French word foret, which means forest. This occupational name derived from the keeper of the kings forest. Derived from old French word fort meaning stronghold, Fortier could be an occupational name for someone who lived or worked in such a place. This is derived from the French word fort which means strong. This is an occupational surname for baker. In old French, this word referred to someone who cooked dough in the fourneau or oven. This is a topographic surname for
someone who lived by an ash tree or by an ash wood. This is derived from the old French word froisser, which means to break or shatter. This is an occupational name for a farmer or peasant. Derived from the old French word gainer which means to cultivate or work. Derived from old French word gagnier, the surname means to farm or cultivate. It is derived from the old French name gagnon, which means mastiff or a guard dog. This word means boy in French and might be referring to a servant. This name is derived from the old French word gerner or
gernier, which means storehouse for corn or keeper of the granary. This ancient surname derived from an old German name Godino, which means son of God. This French surname is from Languedoc, and means an army ruler. This name is derived from the nickname given to a person who is light-hearted and joyful. In old French, the word gai means full of joy. This is an occupational surname given to a person who plays or makes the violin. This is derived from the old French word gigaere, which means violinist or fiddle player. This is a derivative of the
personal name Gerard. Ger means spear and hard means brave and strong. This is a nickname for a person with fair or light complexion. It is derived from the word gwen, which means light or fair. This name is derived from the old French word grange, which means granary or barn. The name is derived from the popular Norman given name William, which means protection or strength. This name is derived from the German personal name Hariwulf, in which Hari means army and wulf means wolf. This surname was first found in Auvergne, a province in south
France. The name is derived from a village in Haute-Loire, in the district of Puy.This is derived from the French personal name Oudet, which is a Frenchified form of the Germanic name Odo, which was in turn derived from aud meaning wealth. Derived from French word janvier meaning January, this could have originated from a person who was born or baptized in that month. This name is probably a combination of a tribe called Gaut and the word berht, which means bright or famous. This is a French variant of Jordan, which means one who descends. This
word is derived from the old Norman French word caplain, which means charity priest. This French surname means the court. It could be an occupational name for someone who worked at a court. This is a habitational name for places that have iron mines. This is a topographic name for someone who lived near a boundary mark. In old French, fitte means fixed stone. This is a nickname or an occupational name for a torchbearer. La means the and Flamme means fire. This French surname means raspberry. This is a habitational name from various places in
Ariege, Gers, and Moselle. In old French, Lagarde means to watch. This French surname derived from someone who lived by a granary. Originated from a place in Normandy, this name is derived from the old French word la mare meaning the pool. This name is derived from an old German name Landberht, which means bright land or light of the land. This surname could also be an occupational surname for a lamb herd. It is derived from a German personal name Landric, in which Land means land and ric means powerful or ruler. The French word lane

means wool. It could be an occupational surname for someone who traded in wool. Also known as LAnglois or Langlois, it means the Englishman. This word was used for the Englishmen living in France. This name is derived from the French word vallee, which means valley. It also has an alternative spelling Duval which means of the valley.Image: ShutterstockIn old French, vi(g)ne means vineyard. It could be the topographic name for someone who lived near owned a vineyard. TriviaCanadian singer and songwriter, Avril Lavigne is a popular bearer of this
surname. This is a topographic name for someone who lived by a road. The word voie means road or path in French. Also written as Leborgne, this French surname means the one-eyed. In old French, beau means fair, lovely or handsome. In French, the words leclerc means the clerk. This could be an occupational name of a scribe or secretary. It is also written as Lefevre, Lefeuvre, and Lefebure. This is an occupational surname for an ironsmith. In old French, fevre means craftsman. In French, leger means light or superficial. The word jeune means young.

This word means mayor. It is a title given to a town official. In old French, maistre means master. This could be an occupational name for someone who is a master of his craft. In French, noir means dark or black. This surname is derived from an old French name rous, which means red or red-haired. In old French, Roy means king. This is a surname for a shoemaker or a cobbler. In old French, sueur means one who sews. This surname was a status name from the old French word vasseor, who is a tenant ranking below a baron in the feudal system. This French
surname is derived from the Latin word lupus meaning wolf. Its variants are Leloup and Leleu. This surname is derived from the old German word marah, which means horse and sclac meaning servant. This could be an occupational name for someone who looked after horses. This could be an occupational name for someone who bought and sold goods. In old French, Marchand means merchant. Derived from the old French word martel meaning hammer, it could possibly be a name for a smith. This surname derived from the Latin word Matthaeus, which is in
turn derived from Greek Matthaios, meaning gift of the lord. This French family name is derived from Milhaud, a small community in Frances Gard. It was originally a nickname for someone with dark skin. More means dark-skinned. Derived from the Latin word Molina, which means mill, Moulin could be an occupational name for a miller. This originated from a female given name Osanna, which means save now, or save pray. The occupationalname originated from the Greek word paidion, which means a little boy. Meaning pigeon keeper, the name derived
from the Latin word palumbes that is pigeon. The old French word pacquet means a bundle of kindling. This could have been an occupational name for a gatherer or seller of firewood. This is derived from the Latin word Pascha, which means pass over. In old French, pellice means fur cloak. This name is derived from Picard, a place in northern France. This could be a habitual name for someone living in Picard. In French, plat means flat and mont means mountain. Could be a nickname for someone who lived near a flat-topped mountain. This is derived from

the word plentive, which means planter of wines. This could also be a topographic name which means an area with plants or shrubbery. Also written as Plessy and de Plessis, the surname means a fence made of interwoven branches. It could have derived from palourde, a type of shellfish. This means pear tree in French and could be a name for someone who lived close to a pear tree. This surname, made famous by Agatha Christies character Hercule Poirot, derived from the word poire meaning pear. This surname originated from the word Pommeroie,

meaning an apple orchard. Derived from the French word porchier meaning swineherd, this could be an occupational name for someone who rears pigs. This could be an occupational surname for a person who breeds poultry. In old French poule means chicken. Prevost or provost was an ancient French appellation given to a chief. This surname is derived from old French word preu, meaning valiant or brave. This surname is derived from the Latin words podium rotudnum which mean a rounded hill. This surname is derived from the German word ragin,
meaning advice or counsel. This surname is derived from the old French word raison, which means intellectual faculty. This medieval personal name is represented by two Latin names, Remihius, which means rower or oarsman, and Remedius, which means cure. This surname is derived from the German words ragin meaning counsel, and wald meaning rule. This is derived from the words ric meaning powerful and hard meaning brave and strong. This is derived from the name of a town. Riche means wealthy and lieu means place in French.Image: iStockThis is
a topographic name for someone who lived by the bank of a river. In old French, riviere means river or shore. This name was first used in Auvergne a place in ancient France. This surname from Normandy derived from Germanic words hrod meaning glory, and berht meaning illustrious or brilliant. This is a topographic surname who resided near hills. In old French, the word roche means rocky outcrop. This is an occupational name for wheelwright or a topographic name for someone who lived near a waterwheel. It is derived from the Latin word rota which
means wheel. This ancient French name refers to someone who has a pleasant voice. It derived from the old French word rossinhol, which means nightingale. This surname refers to a person with red hair or complexion. It is derived from the old French name rous, which means red. There could be two origins for this surname.It could have originated from the old French words roteor, roteeur, and routeer, which are used for a person who plays the rote. Or it may be related to the old French word rotier, routier meaning highwayman. This is derived from the

old French word sale which means salty. This could be a topographic or occupational name for someone who lived by, or worked in a salt marsh. This is a French occupational name for someone who sews clothes. It derived from the Latin word sartor meaning tailor. This name originated from the French word sauve meaning safe and terre meaning land. This surname is of German origin and is derived from the word schaffaere meaning manager or the the head of the household. Occupational name for a grower or seller of rye, derived from Latin secale
meaning rye. This is derived from an old French word sergent meaning servant which derived from a Latin word servire meaning to serve. This could be a habitational name for places near southern and eastern France, or topographic name derived from the word serre meaning ridge or chain of hills. It means locksmith. This is a popular surname is Europe and has historical origins. It means to listen. This is an occupational surname for a shoemaker, derived from the old French word soulier which means shoe or sandal. It could have also originated from the

old French word soule, which means platform. This could be a habitational surname for someone who is from a place called Tard or could have derived from the word Tardif, which means slow. Derived from old French word tasse meaning purse or bag, it could be an occupational name for a maker of purses. This is an occupational name derived from the old French word Tavernier, which means innkeeper. This surname is derived from the French personal name Theobald which means brave or bold.Tous means all, and saint means saints. Derived from the
French word traverser meaning to cross, this name was used for a person who lived near a bridge or ford. This is a plural form of tremble, which means aspen. This could be a topographic name for someone who lived near a group of aspen trees. This is an occupational surname derived from the old French word trotter, which means walk fast. This is derived from the Latin word vache, which means cow. It could be an occupational name for someone who was a cowherd. This surname means go with a merry heart. This is a variant of the word valencourt, which
means a low-lying farm. It is derived from the old French word vaillant, which means sturdy or brave. This word is an Occitan (a language spoken in southern France) variant of vallee, which means valley. This surname is derived from the French word vanier that referstosomeone who does winnowing (blows the chaff from wheat). This surname is derived from the old German personal name Waro, which in turn derived from wara meaning protection. This surname is derived from the old French name voltor or Occitan name vautor, which means vulture. This
could be a habitational name from various places in northern France, which are called vaux. This name is derived from the old French plural of val which means valley This surname, derived from the old French word veille, means watch or guard. It could also be an occupational name for a watchman. This name is derived from the medieval Latin name vercaria, which means farmland. In French, the word verne means alder. This French surname could have derived from the French words vers meaning towards and ville meaning town. It could have also
originated from from the words vert meaning green and ville meaning town. The third origin is from the word vervelle, which metal keeper. This name is derived from the French word vieux, which means old. It This is a habitational name from Vigeant in Vienne. It is known to be derived from the Latin word vinacus, which is a derivative of vicus meaning village. It could also be a status name for the owner of a vineyard. This is derived from the Occitan word vinhier, which means vineyard. This name is derived from the words ville meaning settlement and

neuve meaning new. This French surname is derived from the old French word viner, which means to make wine. It could also be an occupational name for a wine-grower. It is the French variation for violet. It means face. This surname is derived from old French name Vauquelin, which must have probably originated from Walkelin meaning the wealthy one. This is derived from the old French word voler, which means to fly or agile. This is derived from old Flemish word wacque which is a measure of weight. This could be an occupational name for an official
responsible for weighing. This is an occupational name for someone who weaves. When you have to choose a name for your baby, a few hundreds of names may not be just enough. Keep digging our mine of baby names until you find that one precious gem. 1. How do French last names work?French surnames are derived from several elements, such as the surname of either the mother or the father, profession, place of residence, or other unique characteristics.2. Do French do not like to use the first name?Some French do not like being called with their first
name unless you are a close person. They prefer the formal way of calling, which is using their surname.3. Do French wives take their husbands last names?French women may take their husbands last names. However, it is not a legal requirement. They may also either keep their maiden surname after marriage or use both her and her husbands family name as a hyphenated surname.4. How did traditional French surnames come about?The development of surnames in France can be traced back to the Middle Ages, and many early French surnames were
derived from the given name of the persons father or mother by adding a suffix or prefix to the parents name. Another significant category of French surnames originated from the occupation or trade of an individual.5. What is the historical significance of surnames in France?Surnames in France have evolved over centuries, originating from occupations, geographical locations, or personal characteristics. They serve to identify individuals and trace family lineage and history, reflecting the societal structure of the times. Many surnames help us understand
historical roles and migration. These last names play a crucial role in administrative purposes, legal identification, and social hierarchy.6. Are traditional French surnames still used today?Yes, traditional French surnames are still used today. Many of these surnames have been passed down through generations to uphold their ancestors beliefs and culture and keep the familys tradition alive.This is a well-curated list of the traditional French surnames. French last names can be either patriarchal, matriarchal, or hyphenated in alphabetical order. One lesser-
known fact about French surnames is that it is not legally mandatory for French women to adopt their husbands surname after marriage, but some women do it customarily. A few surnames are also used as middle names by some. And if you like the meaning or the sound of any name, you may use it as a alias name, pen name, or stage name. Learn about the literal translations of French surnames and their meanings! Discover the history behind your family name and its origin. Community ExperiencesJoin the conversation and become a part of our nurturing
community! Share your stories, experiences, and insights to connect with fellow parents. Reviewer Author Editor Fact CheckerFaouzi Youssef Hajji has 20 years of experience teaching English language and literature and is currently an IB curriculum teacher at Emirates National School. His love for languages, especially English, French, and Arabic, made him gain further insights into literary styles and devices, mainly novels, drama, and poetry. Read full bio of Faouzi Youssef HajjiShikha is a writer-turned-editor at MomJunction, with over seven years of
experience in the field of content. Having done a certification in Relationship Coaching, her core interest lies in writing articles that guide couples through their courtship to marriage and parenthood. Read full bio of Shikha ThakurSrija holds an MA in English Literature from the University of Calcutta and a PG Diploma in Editing and Publishing from Jadavpur University. Her interest in editing ranges across niches, including academics, human psychology, and child development. Read full bio of Srija Chanda BurmanAngela is an honors student with a master's
degree in Linguistics from The English and Foreign Languages University, Hyderabad. She graduated with a bachelors degree in History from St. Stephens College, Delhi. Her combined interest in history and the science of language has taught her the skills to understand how language and its use have changed over time. Read full bio of Angela AlexForebears knows about 1,101,540 unique surnames in France and there are 60 people per
name.RankSurnamelncidenceFrequencylMartin314,5021:2112Bernard169,3611:3923Robert140,7741:4724Richard138,2601:4805Durand134,3031:4956Dubois132,0351:5037Moreaul130,8171:5088Simon120,8511:5509Laurent120,1881:55310Michel116,1071:57211Garcial15,3941:57612Thomas115,1491:57713Leroy109,0891:60914David97,1491:68415Morel92,3971:71916Roux90,4921:73417Girard87,7961:75718Fournier87,2181:76219Lambert86,7581:76620Lefebvre79,1991:83921Mercier79,0791:84022Blanc78,5211:84623Dupont77,7401:85424Faure75,5
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Breton7,4301:8,940807Vieira7,4261:8,945808Costes7,4251:8,946809Ferre7,4231:8,948809Lhomme7,4231:8,948809Vergne7,4231:8,948812Gueguen7,4201:8,952813Loisel7,3861:8,993814Cuny7,3781:9,003815Alix7,3711:9,011816Dubos7,3701:9,013817Lavaud7,3651:9,019818Lahaye7,3511:9,036819Cormier7,3491:9,038820Alonso7,3461:9,042821Diop7,3401:9,049822Pastor7,3361:9,054823Chiron7,3351:9,056824Reboul7,3341:9,057825Constantin7,3331:9,058826Mace7,3221:9,072827Lemercier7,3141:9,082828Beauvais7,3121:9,084829Soler7,3111:9,08
Almeida7,2391:9,176846Mathis7,2331:9,183846Villette7,2331:9,183848Raimbault7,2291:9,188849Dupouy7,2271:9,191850Dubost7,2171:9,204851Delcroix7,2041:9,220851Lapeyre7,2041:9,220853Salomon7,1861:9,243854Bach7,1751:9,258855Desbois7,1731:9,260856Genet7,1711:9,263857Claudel7,1621:9,274858Page7,1541:9,285859Philippon7,1511:9,289860Beau7,1491:9,291861Bidault7,1401:9,303862Marteau7,1381:9,306863Bosc7,1371:9,307864Geffroy7,1361:9,308865Cellier7,1341:9,311865Manceau7,1341:9,311867Moine7,1141:9,337868Thevenet’
Baptiste6,5221:10,184983Capron6,5211:10,186984Rondeau6,5191:10,189985Pollet6,5161:10,194986Bouton6,5141:10,197987Rivet6,5101:10,203988Cortes6,5061:10,209989Casanova6,5051:10,211990Cardos06,5011:10,217991Girardot6,4891:10,236992Alain6,4851:10,243992Tisserand6,4851:10,243994Barry6,4801:10,250995Dubus6,4771:10,255996Barbet6,4641:10,276997Romero6,4601:10,282998Frey6,4571:10,287998Revel6,4571:10,2871000H06,4531:10,293RomillyEnglish"citizen of Rome"Originally a surname deriving from the Roman twin

Romulus, this attractive name was introduced to the English-speaking world as a first name by painter Augustus John who used it for his son. Romilly John became Admiral of the Fleet in England. PercyFrench surname from place name Perci-en-AugePercy is an adorable old name that is finally shedding its pampered Little Lord Fauntleroy image in this new era of boys with soft yet traditionally male names like Jasper and Elijah. Originating as an aristocratic Norman name, Percy became fairly widespread in England--and to some extent in the US--as an

offshoot of the fame of the poet Percy Bysshe Shelley. MartinLatin"warlike"Martin is one of those names like Arthur and Vincent and George that is in the process of throwing off its balding middle-aged image to start sounding possible again, used in full without the dated Marty nickname. BellamyEnglish and Irish from French"fine friend"Bellamy is a surname name with an admirable meaning and upbeat rhythm, similar to jovial choices like Rafferty, Barnaby and Willoughby. DashiellAnglicization of French surname de Chiel, meaning unknownDashiell, though
missing from many other name sources, is among the hottest new names, chosen by such celebs as Cate Blanchett and author Helen (Bridget Jones) Fielding. With its great dash and panache, Dashiell is associated with detective writer Dashiell Hammett (born Samuel, as in Sam Spade, Dashiell being his mother's maiden name). Alice Cooper was ahead of the game: He named his son Dashiell in 1985. LowellFrench"young wolf"Lowell is an upstanding and somewhat conservative name that calls to mind the genteel patrician families of nineteenth century New
England, such as the one poet Robert Lowell was born into. Two other Lowell-surnamed poets are Amy and James Russell. BlaiseFrench"to lisp, stammer"As modern as it sounds, Blaise is an ancient Christian martyr name. In Arthurian legend, Blaise is the name of Merlin the Magician's secretary. Its relation to the word and name Blaze gives it a fiery feel. Amanda Beard named her baby boy Blaise Ray. TravisFrench occupational name"tollgate-keeper"Has a laid-back rural feel some would associate with country singer Travis Tritt; Kyra Sedgwick and Kevin
Bacon chose it for their son. Travis Scott, born Jacques Webster Jr., a popular rap artist, is another famous Travis.RouxFrench from Latin"russet"Roux is the name of the dashing Johnny Depp character in Chocolat. Roux is French from a Latin word meaning russet or brownish red; it's also a cooking term for a mixture of flour and butter that forms the foundation of many gravies or sauces. Most of today's children with this name, pronounced roo, will actually spell it Rue, for the female character in The Hunger Games.BernardGerman"strong, brave as a
bear"Bernard is obviously a saint's name, but how did it get to the big, benevolent dog? The eleventh century monk, patron saint of mountain climbers, who lived in the Alps, was famed for setting up safe houses for pilgrims on their way to Rome over the treacherous St. Bernard Pass, and the canine breed, also used to rescue people in treacherous conditions, was named for him. ClementLatin"mild, merciful"Clement, the name of fourteen popes and several saints, has a pleasantly, positive, slightly antiquated feel, like the phrase "clement weather."
MalloryFrench"unfortunate"Early 1980s sitcom (Family Ties) name that has been well used ever since, with an upbeat three-syllable sound and a slightly tomboyish edge. CorbinEnglish and French surname"crow, raven"Corbin, the name of the castle where the Holy Grail was said to be hidden, came to the fore in the 1980s via actor Corbin Bernsen when he was the high profile star of LA Law, but its use is only now escalating as part of the mania for two-syllable names starting with c or k, as well as from the more youthful image of Corbin Bleu, the attractive
actor-model-dancer-singer who was one of the stars of the Disney hit High School Musical. BellamyEnglish and Irish from French"fine friend"Bellamy is emerging as an up-and-coming girls' name, an Irish surname-y riff on the super-popular Bella series of names. While the Bella connection makes Bellamy sound a little trendier and more popular than it really is, we see the name possibly rising through the ranks for both genders in the coming years.MercerFrench occupational name"a merchant"Mercer is an attractive possibility which is an occupational name
that doesn't sound like one. Mercer and its cool, sophisticated short form Merce project a super creative image via their artistic namesakes. LeroyFrench"the king"Leroy's heyday was in the early twentieth century, when it was in the US Top 100 until 1949. As a result, it's now more frequently seen as a father or grandfather name. Nevertheless, it remains in the latter end of the US Top 1000, perhaps passed down from father to son, or similar enough to popular Levi that it still appeals. LandryFrench and English"ruler"St. Landry was a seventh century bishop
of Paris, founder of the city's first hospital. The name is more familiar in recent years thanks to legendary Dallas Cowboys coach Tom Landry, an association that makes this a sports hero name, as well as a thoroughly masculine one. Landry is also in use for girls in the US. Landry is one of the oldest surnames in France, dating back to the medieval period, and is particularly popular among Cajun-Americans. It has been on the Social Security list since 2010. LaurentFrench variation of Lawrence"of Laurentium or bay laurel"A French accent makes almost
everything sound better, especially when attached to a Twilight vampire. Laurent also has a high-style feel via designer Yves St-Laurent. Laurent de Brunhoff is the French author-illustrator who continued his father Jean's series of Babar books. LandryFrench and English"ruler"Landry is one rising surname name, often after legendary Dallas Cowboys football coach Tom Landry, that is given to boys and girls. But the y ending does give it a feminine sound (as opposed to the more boyish and more popular Landon). Land is a Landry nickname that might work for
boys or girls. ArmandFrench variation of Herman, German"soldier"Since the first production of Camille this has been considered one of the world's most romantic names, though it's one of those French names for boys rarely heard in this country.
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